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Town of Mineral

Post Office Box 316

102 East First Street

Mineral, VA  23117

Phone 540-894-5100     Fax 540-894-4584

www.townofmineral.com     email: mineral@louisa.net
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Town Council meets for its regular 

Sessions on the second Monday

Of each month at 7:00 p.m.

Persons wishing to be heard or

Have an item placed on the agenda

Should make their request to the

Clerk of Council by the Monday

Preceding the meeting.

Town of Mineral Council Meeting 
Tuesday, October 11, 2011
7:00pm

PRESENT:
Council Member Brooks Besley, Roy McGeHee, Roy Payne and William Thomas; Mayor Pam Harlowe; Vice-Mayor Bernice Wilson-Kube.

ABSENT:
Council Member Todd Fleming.

STAFF:
Treasurer/Clerk Ti-Lea Downing; Town Manager Willie Harper; Town Attorney Jack Maus.

Planning Commission
Jimmie Dodd, Brooks Besley, Michelle Groome, Steve Pekary and Albert Gutekenst 

Public:
Tex Pierce, Andy Wade, Brian Edmunds, Stephen Wunsh, Mr. & Mrs. Charles Kemp, J.R. Stallings and Brian Kane with the Central Virginian 

Invocation was given by Mayor Pamela Harlowe
Public comments - there were no public comments
Joint public hearing with the Planning Commission to consider CUP multifamily
Chairman Brooks Besley called the planning commission to order.

The Town Manager gave a brief overview on the CUP multifamily application that had been submitted by Mr. & Mrs. Charles Kemp for 302 8th Street.
Chairman Brooks Besley opened the public hearing.

Tex Pierce would like to make sure  that if the Council issues the CUP permit it will be required that the building code for the county concerning ingress and egress of the basement  be followed. 
The Chambers own property beside 302 8th Street, they were unable to attend the public hearing but did call and sent an email wanting it to be known that they were ok with the issuance of a CUP permit but wanted to make sure that the property lines and such were clearly shown, so parking of vehicles would not take place on their property. 
Brooks Besley closed the public hearing. 

The commission did meet on this matter Thursday and there were conditions that the planning commission would like to be part of the permit.  They are listed below:
Rentals should be as single family units and not rooms.

The CUP should not be transferable 

The CUP is to be reviewed every four years for renewal.

Violation of any provision of the CUP shall be grounds for revocation.
No more than four vehicles to be parked on property or street.

If property use as multifamily ceases for two years continuous – permit becomes null and void
Motion made by Jimmie Dodd to recommend to the council the approval of the CUP permit with the conditions met as set forth by the planning commission. Albert Gutekenst seconded the motion. Motion passed 

Mayor Harlowe opened the public hearing for the town.
Dr. Thomas asked if there was any county ordinance that touched on this issuance of the CUP.  (An inquiry will be made by the Town staff, as to if there is a county ordinance pertaining to this.)
There were no comments from the public.

Mayor Harlowe closed the public hearing.

Roy Payne made a motion to table this matter until the next meeting to verify the building code requirements with the county as to egress requirements.  William Thomas seconded the motion. Motion passed 5/0 with None voting in the negative.
Presentation by Andy Wade concerning meals tax – Mr. Wade gave a brief overview of the meals tax question that will be on the ballot for November 8, 2011 general election. The percentage is 4% and will be taxed on made to order meals, prepared food items, fountain drinks. This will be at all restaurants in the County. Town meals tax remains the same. It is estimated $400,000 additional revenue will be collected by the county.  This is an alternative to raising the real estate tax rate.  
Dr. Thomas asked how this was going to affect the Town meals tax, and the reply was that it is not going to affect the collection of meals tax for the Town of Mineral.
Presentation by Steve Wunsh 2010/2011 annual audit – Mr. Wunsh gave a brief overview of the Towns yearly audit.  
Adopt Agenda (add or take away items at this time) – 
Add Under new business comments concerning the Alan Jackson contest

Add under closed session potential /actual litigation 

Bernice Wilson-Kube made a motion to approve the agenda as amended.  William Thomas seconded the motion. Motion passed 5/0 with none voting in the negative.
Approval of September regular meeting minutes Bernice Wilson-Kube made a motion to approve minutes as presented.  Roy McGeHee seconded the motion.   Motion passed 5/0 with None voting in the negative.

Approval of October bills to be paid

William Thomas made a motion to approve the amended bills to be paid.  Bernice Wilson-Kube seconded the motion. Motion passed 5/0 with None voting in the negative.

Town Manager’s report 
Town Attorney’s report

Standing Committee Report

Beautification/Anti-Litter Committee – The committee will be looking into the possible purchase of new banners.  Mr. Stallings is inquiring on the lighting of the mural. Mr. Stallings wanted to know if there is any way he could assist in the beautification of the mural.  Mr. Stallings asked what type of budget the Council would be interested in working with.  Mr. Stallings was referred to the Mineral Business Association.
Budget & Finance Committee – The committee will be meeting in the future on a couple of items.
Cemetery Committee – report to be presented by committee – There will be a mandatory site meeting at the cemetery on the 13th of October for the site plan.  There are several different options for the repair of the columbarium.  The committee is awaiting additional information on the repairs before a decision is made.
Economic Development Committee – No report
Personnel Committee – No report
Police & Legal Matters Committee – No report
Streets Committee – No report
Walton Park Committee – There is some grant funding left for use of electrical upgrade at the park. It has also been discussed of the possibility of a ditch to control the runoff across the roadway.
Water & Sewer Committee – Atlantic pump tested well #4 and there appears to be a problem with the pump. Once the repairs are complete a report will be given.
Building Committee:  If anyone would like to view the masonry there is a wall on the site were the building permit is located.  Mr. Besley and his family have offered to pay for the cost of the stain glass window that is to be placed in the town hall.  This contribution will be made in memory of Mr. Besley’s father W.B. Besley. Roy Payne made a motion to graciously accept Mr. Besley and his family’s offer of this contribution.   Roy McGeHee seconded the motion. Motion passed 5/0 with None voting in the negative.

New Business:

Appointment to Board of Zoning Appeals – expired term Michelle Groome - Bernice Wilson-Kube made a motion to recommend this request for reappointment to Board of Zoning Appeals.  William Thomas seconded the motion. Motion passed 5/0 with None voting in the negative.

The Mayor had a call from Capitol Records verifying that the Town did win the concert. There are no definite plans.   Dr. Thomas wanted to thank Bernice Kube for doing the press part concerning the concert.  
Closed Session:  Actual/potential litigation
                           Personnel
Brooks Besley made a motion to go into closed session pursuant to Code 2.2 37 11 A7 and 2.2-37 A1.  Roy McGeHee seconded the motion. Motion passed 5/0 with None voting in the negative.

Certification that only what was announced was discussed.

Pam Harlowe / yes

Brooks Besley / yes

William Thomas / yes 

Bernice Wilson-Kube /yes

Roy McGehee / yes

Roy Payne /yes

After being contaced by a pro-gun group reference pneumatic gun usuage in town, Dr. Thomas asked if the ordinance in question matched the state code, Mr. Maus stated that the town code did not match the state code. Mr. Maus was asked by Bernice Wilson-Kube to check with general code and see why the code was not updated. 
Bernice Wilson-Kube made a motion to adjourn Roy McGeHee seconded the motion. Motion passed 5/0 with None voting in the negative.  
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